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		Abstract

		Susan Moller Okin’s essay “Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women” has fueled an important debate about the tension between women’s rights and minority rights. However, from the point of view of feminist theory and practice this debate has mostly generated theoretical and political dissatisfactions. For instance, many feminist scholars have been troubled by the policies implemented by European governments, which claim to further gender equality by limiting the practices of minorities, in particular Muslim religious practices. This article argues that these controversies, which divide feminists activists and theorists, are in fact better understood as controversies about how individual autonomy should be conceived, and which feminist definition of autonomy should prevail. I therefore propose to reframe the debate between women’s rights and minority rights around the notion of autonomy. I examine the conception of autonomy found in two important feminist criticisms of Okin’s liberal feminism: multicultural feminist theory and post-colonial feminist theory. I show that, despite their usefulness, these new conceptions of autonomy fail to provide the basis for a collective feminist subject. I suggest that in order to really address Okin’s dilemma, and its consequences for Western feminism, we must elaborate an alternative conception of autonomy. 
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