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		We contribute to the literature on party polarization by showing that polarization in the Senate on cultural issues has in part been a product of the sorting of Evangelical Christians into the Republican Party and Jews into the Democratic Party. Extant literature shows that legislative behavior is influenced not only by outside pressures such as interest group activity, constituency opinion, and party leadership, but also by representatives’ personal characteristics and values. In this paper, we look at the influence of senators’ religious identities on their voting behavior on cultural issues over a thirty year time period. There is a strong relationship between senators’ religious identities and voting on cultural issues, but the nature of that relationship changes over time. Religious polarization on cultural issues in the Senate is relatively stable since the 1970s, but party polarization is a direct product of sorting on the part of religious groups into the party caucus that most closely represents their values on these issues. 
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