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		Abstract

		This paper taps on the support for caudillo-rule in Latin America. Using public opinion data gathered by the American Barometer in 2010, it explores the extent of support for presidential actions such as closing down other branches of government and the predictors that explain why some citizens in the region would endorse such actions. Through a multivariate model the paper tests whether socio-demographic factors such as education and wealth are related to a higher support for caudillo-rule in Latin America, but it also explores if certain conditions of threat can exacerbate this support. Finally it examines if embedded authoritarian attitudes and values are also related to a higher support for caudillo-rule. The analysis shows that the support for caudillo-rule is a rather complex issue. The threat variables were significant predictors, but in the opposite direction to what was hypothesized. With regard to the sociodemographic variables, as expected lower levels of education and lower wealth are correlated with the support for caudillo leadership, in addition to other variables such as age and living in smaller towns or rural areas. The strongest explanations, however, come from the set of variables that measure other authoritarian predispositions; there is in fact a positive correlation with a variety of authoritarian predispositions, mild, strong or extreme. 
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