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		Abstract

		Private certification mechanisms are a key component of the regulatory infrastructure in the financial sector and other commercial settings.  It is generally assumed that certification intermediaries have profit-based incentives to deliver accurate information to the certified market.  But this view does not account for repeated failures in certification markets.  Those failures can be explained by an inherent defect in the incentive structure of certification intermediaries: entry barriers both support and undermine the consistent supply of accurate information to the certified market.  Certification markets tend to converge on a handful of providers protected by switching costs, product opacity and reputational noise.  Those entry barriers induce incumbents both to preserve reputational capital by making investments to maintain informational accuracy and to save costs by periodically reducing those investments.  Regulatory interventions to improve certifier performance are prone to overestimate the marketâ€™s demand for certification accuracy or eliminate the â€œrent cushionâ€� that supports certifiersâ€™ incentives to invest in informational quality.  In lieu of regulatory intervention, certification entities historically have adopted nonprofit, mutual and other â€œconstrainedâ€� organizational forms, often embedded within higher-order certification and accreditation mechanisms, which reduce certifiersâ€™ incentives and opportunities to shirk.  These arguments are illustrated through case studies of certifiersâ€™ organizational practices in the financial market, where certifiers have widely abandoned the long-standing use of constrained forms, and â€œethical consumptionâ€� markets, where the most successful certifiers have widely adopted constrained forms. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Barnett,  Jonathan, Intermediaries Revisited: Is Efficient Certification Consistent with Profit Maximization? (September 9, 2011). Journal of Corporation Law, Forthcoming, USC CLEO Research Paper No. C11-14,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1925024
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Jonathan Barnett (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				USC Gould School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					699 Exposition Boulevard
Los Angeles, CA  90089
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      155

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,776

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  342,066

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				        7 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    University of Southern California Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of Southern California Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,883

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              618

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    University of Southern California Center for Law & Social Science (CLASS) Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of Southern California Center for Law & Social Science (CLASS) Law & Economics Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,581

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              691

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,915

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,289

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,776

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,706

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Vernon J. Richardson at University of Arkansas at Fayetteville

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,740

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,367

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        James A. Fanto at Brooklyn Law School and Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Business Law & Regulation

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,553

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,990

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Bernard S. Black at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Securities Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Securities Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,275

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,555

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Bernard S. Black at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Regulation of Financial Institutions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Regulation of Financial Institutions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,133

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,780

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Howell E. Jackson at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    IO: Firm Structure, Purpose, Organization & Contracting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IO: Firm Structure, Purpose, Organization & Contracting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,073

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           12,785

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Ethics & Professional Responsibility eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Ethics & Professional Responsibility eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,038

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,152

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        W. Bradley Wendel at Cornell University - School of Law 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    IO: Regulation, Antitrust & Privatization eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                IO: Regulation, Antitrust & Privatization eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              999

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           22,809

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              490

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,556

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ronald J. Gilson at Stanford Law School, A. Mitchell Polinsky at Stanford Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Consumer Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Consumer Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              390

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,537

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jeff Sovern at University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Nonprofit Organizations eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Nonprofit Organizations eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              341

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,110

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Explaining the Value of Transactional Lawyering

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Steven L. Schwarcz
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Certification Drag: The Opinion Puzzle and Other Transactional Curiosities

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jonathan Barnett
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Conflicts of Interest, Reputation, and the Interwar Debt Crisis: Banksters or Bad Luck?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Marc Flandreau, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Norbert Gaillard, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Conflicts of Interest, Reputation, and the Interwar Debt Crisis: Banksters or Bad Luck?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Marc Flandreau, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Norbert Gaillard, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Lawyer Exceptionalism in the Gatekeeping Wars

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Sung Hui Kim
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Corporate Lawyers as Gatekeepers

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Stephen M. Bainbridge
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Gathering Storm: Contingent Liabilities in a Sovereign Debt Restructuring

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Lee C. Buchheit
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Mitu Gulati
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Lawyers: Gatekeepers of the Sovereign Debt Market?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael Bradley, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Irving De Lira Salvatierra, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.109 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

