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		Abstract

		In 2005, the American Psychological Association (APA) issued an official brief on Lesbian and Gay Parenting.  This brief included the assertion: “Not a single study has found children of lesbian or gay parents to be disadvantaged in any significant respect relative to children of heterosexual parents” (p. 15).  The present article closely examines this assertion and 59 published studies cited by APA to support it.  Seven central questions address:  (1) homogenous sampling, (2) absence of comparison groups, (3) comparison group characteristics, (4) contradictory data, (5) the limited scope of children’s outcomes studied, (6) paucity of long-term outcome data, and (7) lack of APA-urged statistical power.  The conclusion is that strong assertions, including those made by the APA, were not empirically warranted.  Recommendations for future research are offered. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: same-sex parenting, lesbian, gay

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Marks,  Loren, Same-Sex Parenting and Children’s Outcomes: A Closer Examination of the American Psychological Association’s Brief on Lesbian and Gay Parenting (October 3, 2011).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1937762 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1937762 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Loren Marks (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Louisiana State University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Baton Rouge, LA  70803
United States
225-578-2405 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    1,976

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   11,984

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   15,098

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        1 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      173 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Family & Children's Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Family & Children's Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              884

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,838

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jane M. Spinak at Columbia Law School, June Carbone at University of Minnesota - Twin Cities - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Women, Gender & the Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Women, Gender & the Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              878

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,559

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kim Brooks at Dalhousie University - Schulich School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Law & Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              712

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,638

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Valerie P. Hans at Cornell University - School of Law, Jeffrey J. Rachlinski at Cornell Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law, Cognition, & Decisionmaking eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law, Cognition, & Decisionmaking eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              625

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,976

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Russell B. Korobkin at UCLA School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Political Behavior: Cognition, Psychology, & Behavior eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Behavior: Cognition, Psychology, & Behavior eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              418

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,300

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Yusaku Horiuchi at Affiliation not provided to SSRN

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Sexuality & the Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sexuality & the Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              380

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,760

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Nan D. Hunter at Georgetown University Law Center

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Sociological Research Methods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sociological Research Methods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               74

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              394

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Sociology of Gender eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sociology of Gender eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               52

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,391

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Family, Life Course & Aging eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Family, Life Course & Aging eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               50

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              896

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Pride LGBTQIA eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Pride LGBTQIA eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this  journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                                1

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,286

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Crime and Social Interactions

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Edward L. Glaeser, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Bruce Sacerdote, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Sect, Subsidy and Sacrifice: An Economist's View of Ultra-Orthodox Jews

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Eli Berman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Sect, Subsidy, and Sacrifice:  an Economist's View of Ultra-Orthodox    Jews

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Eli Berman
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Ruth Klinov
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Hamas, Taliban and the Jewish Underground: An Economist's View of Radical Religious Militias

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eli Berman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Explaining the Rise in Youth Suicide

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David M. Cutler, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Explaining the Rise in Youth Suicide

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        David M. Cutler, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Edward L. Glaeser, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Religious Extremism: The Good, the Bad, and the Deadly

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Eli Berman
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Laurence R. Iannaccone
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Marriage and Consumption Insurance: What's Love Got to Do with it?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gregory D. Hess
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Community Institutions Create Economic Advantage: Jewish Diamond Merchants in New York

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Barak D. Richman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Does it Pay to Pray? Evaluating the Economic Return to Religious Ritual

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Bradley J. Ruffle
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard H. Sosis
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

