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		This essays seeks to prove that the revolutionary and often controversial principle of overreaching, which has been the subject of much academic criticism since its inception in 1925, is both a necessary and justifiable means of providing protection to parties in property transactions. Within the context of Parliament's original social aims, the origins of overreaching are delineated and its three most popular criticisms are critically examined. This leads to the conclusion that the purpose of English land law, and therefore the purpose of overreaching, is to protect interests in land - and not the equitable interests of occupiers who find themselves let down by their overreached  trustees. 
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