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		In the past fifty years, the Supreme Court, traditionally a remote and mysterious institution known for working largely out of the public eye, has become the subject of a growing body of popular literature. Diverse works, including novels, plays, and films, have focused on the figure of the Supreme Court Justice. The first of these works, the play The Magnificent Yankee, lionized Oliver Wendell Holmes as a distinguished jurist and a devoted husband. Later political novels offered a broad range of Justices, some heroic in pursuit of justice, others deeply flawed and even villainous in their professional conduct. In the wake of The Brethren's bestselling insider account of judicial conflicts, a line of mystery and suspense novels has used the Court as a setting for melodramatic plots involving murder and betrayal. Hollywood has also tapped the figure of the Justice for such diverse genres as romantic comedy and murder mystery. Although most of these works have presented Justices as far less admirable than Holmes, almost all of them have distinguished between the flawed individuals and the Court itself, which usually emerges unscathed as an institution deserving the nation's best men and women for its bench. 
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