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		Whether capitalism is best studied using qualitative or quantitative methods is a standing issue. A key determinant in answering this is whether numerical measures can be meaningfully imposed on it epistemologically or even be said to constitute it ontologically. Reflecting on Smithâ€™s and Arthurâ€™s accounts of Hegelâ€™s influence on Marx, it is concluded that both caveats are true for capitalism. Hence, quantitative methods certainly have potential in studying it, albeit that this conclusion itself could only be arrived at through qualitative means. 
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