

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Google and European Competition Law

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    TPRC 2011
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			15 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 29 Jan 2012
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Martin CaveMartin Cave
London School of Economics
Howard Peter Williams
affiliation not provided to SSRN


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: August 25, 2011

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Google has been in the wars for the past year or so. Its status as a new kind of beneficent company has increasingly been questioned, and it has faced more and more criticism in Europe and elsewhere. Critics have been active on two principal fronts â€“ privacy and market power. As the months pass, the latter issue has taken higher salience, with the launch of an investigation by the Federal Trade Commission in the US in June 2011 and an investigation begun in November 2010 by the key European competition authority, the European Commission, of complaints made by three companies. In Europe this is in addition to actions instituted within individual member states, such as France.  

The goal of this paper is to consider Googleâ€Ÿs interactions to date with European competition law, particularly the Merger Regulations, and to discuss possible bases in the future for impugning Googleâ€Ÿs conduct under that law. In some ways this is premature, as competition investigations advance at best at a slow and steady pace. For example, the Microsoft case in Europe, which is often cited as a point of comparison with any action against Google, took nearly a decade from start to finish, even if it did ultimately involve fines on the company of the order of â‚¬1 billion. Nonetheless the Google investigation does raise some extremely interesting issues which may help to illuminate the future regulation of search and other high tech activities, whatever the outcome of the current complaints.  

The paper is organised as follows. Section 1 gives a very brief outline of the relevant European law, while section 2 discusses some aspects of search and related activities. Section 3 discusses the treatment of two mergers and acquisitions involving Google in Europe, and section 4 seeks to set the current investigation within the framework of competition law. Section 5 notes the results of a completed inquiry in France, and Section 6 gives some brief and tentative conclusions. 
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