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		Abstract

		Restorative Justice (RJ) theorists assert that RJ is a non-punitive alternative to the traditional criminal justice system. It is a movement that attempts to address the perceived failings of the criminal process. In the traditional justice system the focus is on punishing or treating the offender. Victims are excluded from the process, community interests are represented by the State and the process is adversarial in nature. Conversely, RJ is concerned with â€œrestoration of the victim, restoration of the offender to a law-abiding life, restoration of the damage caused by crime to the community.â€�  Restorative models are based on the concept of mediation, dialogue and negotiation. Proponents argue that traditional justice is a morally inappropriate response to offending behaviour.  The punishment of an offender at the discretion of the State is a counterproductive measure of resolving the breach of the criminal law. Punishment is viewed as an inhibitor to resolving disputes and repairing harm. Cavadino and Dignan state that â€œreparative measures [could be seen to be the] normal response to offending, with punitive measures being very much the exception.â€�  They envisage a â€œperfectly workable future criminal justice system which makes minimal use of imprisonment.â€�  The RJ method of conflict solution is described in terms of its substantial benefits for the stakeholders in the criminal process. In practice, the process generally involves the bringing together of the victim, offender and if possible, individuals from the community, to negotiate a settlement aimed at dealing effectively with the offenders behaviour.  The provision of reparation by the offender to the victim of the crime is seen as crucial in addressing the offenderâ€™s behaviour and addressing the needs of the victim. This article will look critically at the claims of restorative theorists and to what extent the goal. 
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