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		Abstract

		In February 2012, the French government decided to create criminology faculties. Over the last two years, the issue criminology faculties has been at the centre of an academic trench war, leading to a sad name-blame exercise fuelled by partisan myopia. This essay explains who are the opponents and what their arguments are. She argues in favour of the governmentâ€™s endeavor as it is in the best interest of students who cannot study criminology, of Phd candidates who have to leave the country or make other plans, and of practitioners who urgently need applied criminology knowledge. She explains why it is also a political emergency: currently, politicians are free to reform on the sole basis of simplistic ideological stances without ever being rigorously challenged by empirical research. The author lastly presents some of the cultural traits which explain why France is so impervious to change. 
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