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		Abstract

		In The Public Nature of Indian Reservation Roads (some initial thoughts), M. Brent Leonhard argues that a tribe is not required to have a recorded public easement for a given reservation road to be placed on the Indian Reservation Road (IRR) inventory.  So long as a road is under the jurisdiction of, and maintained by, a public authority which has not also restricted public access, it is a qualifying road.  Furthermore, once properly placed on the IRR system, the road must be treated as presumptively public.  This can be helpful in resolving, and preventing, access disputes throughout a reservation.      

In those situations where a tribe seeks to close an IRR system road to public travel, the article suggests that the tribe permanently remove it from the IRR inventory through an administrative process involving an agreement with the Secretary of Interior and pass a resolution formally vacating the public right-of-way.  Thereafter, the tribe ought to treat it as private by posting it, erecting a gate, or otherwise restricting general public access. 
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