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		Abstract

		It turns out that just about everything we thought about patent trolls – good or bad – is wrong. Using newly gathered data, this article presents an ethnography of sorts about highly litigious non-practicing entity (NPE) plaintiffs. The results are surprising: they show that the conventional wisdom about patent trolls is likely based on anecdotal, but infrequently occurring, events. Instead, the patents enforced by so-called trolls – and the companies that obtained them – look a lot like other litigated patents and their owners.  

To be sure, whether an NPE qualifies as a troll depends on who is doing the name-calling. Regardless of definition, though, commentators on all sides have used little evidence to support their positions. The reason is simple: there has been little research about the patents litigated by NPEs and even less about the source of those patents.  

Understanding NPEs is critically important to better understanding the role of patents in society and in entrepreneurial businesses. The debate cannot be resolved without further study of the companies whose patents are now litigated by NPEs. This study is the first step in that direction. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Patent, Troll, NPE, Non-Practicing Entities, Litigation

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Risch,  Michael, Patent Troll Myths (August 15, 2011). Seton Hall Law Review, Vol. 42, p. 457, 2012, Villanova Law/Public Policy Research Paper No. 2012-2011,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1792442
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Risch (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Villanova University Charles Widger School of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					299 N. Spring Mill Road
Villanova, PA  19085
United States

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/law/academics/faculty/Facultyprofiles/MichaelRisch.html
				

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    4,061

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   27,477

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    4,807

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        4 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       16 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS) Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS) Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,032

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,361

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Robert Zarazowski at Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS), Rui Dai at Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS), Jun Wu at Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Litigation & Procedure eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Litigation & Procedure eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,680

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           12,400

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Entrepreneurship, Innovation, & Growth eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship, Innovation, & Growth eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,645

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,231

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Entrepreneurship & Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship & Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,131

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,324

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Intellectual Property: Patent Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Intellectual Property: Patent Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,034

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,701

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Robert P. Merges at University of California, Berkeley - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Intellectual Property: Empirical Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Intellectual Property: Empirical Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              987

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,426

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Christopher Buccafusco at Duke University School of Law, David L. Schwartz at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Private Law - Intellectual Property eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Private Law - Intellectual Property eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              729

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           10,797

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Michael Mattioli at Indiana University Maurer School of Law (Bloomington)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Empirical Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Empirical Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              659

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            8,797

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Courts eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Courts eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              558

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,323

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Innovation Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Innovation Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              260

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,423

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Environment for Innovation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Environment for Innovation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              255

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,544

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Private Costs of Patent Litigation

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James E. Bessen
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Michael J. Meurer
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Private and Social Costs of Patent Trolls

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James E. Bessen, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Michael J. Meurer, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Private and Social Costs of Patent Trolls

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    James E. Bessen, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Jennifer Laurissa Ford, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Myth of the Patent Troll: An Alternative View of the Function of Patent Dealers in an Idea Economy

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        James F. Mcdonough
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Are Universities Patent Trolls?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Mark A. Lemley
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            'Patent Trolls' and Patent Remedies

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        John M. Golden
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Patent Trolls on Markets for Technology - An Empirical Analysis of Trolls' Patent Acquisitions

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Timo Fischer
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Joachim Henkel
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Of Trolls, Davids, Goliaths, and Kings: Narratives and Evidence in the Litigation of High-Tech Patents

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Colleen V. Chien
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How are Patent Cases Resolved? An Empirical Examination of the Adjudication and Settlement of Patent Disputes

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jay P. Kesan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Gwendolyn G. Ball
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How are Patent Cases Resolved? An Empirical Examination of the Adjudication and Settlement of Patent Disputes

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jay P. Kesan
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Gwendolyn G. Ball
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

