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		Abstract

		Australasia has a rich and complex legal history since the first European settlement, and our knowledge of legal practice and precedent in the colonies of Australasia is still developing. The Australasian Colonial Legal History Library project is an ARC-funded project being carried out by the Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLII) since January 2012 with input from 18 legal historians from Universities across Australia. Cooperation with other parties who have already built invaluable and pioneering online resources for Australasian colonial law is an essential part of the project.  

AustLII is a free access online service which has operated since 1995 as a joint facility provided by UNSW and UTS Law Faculties , and now provides over 500 databases, with usage of over 700,000 page accesses per day. The Colonial Legal History Library project is therefore being built within a large and mature research infrastructure, and this presents challenges as well as advantages. In particular, many of the AustLII databases cover the whole period from the formation of a colony to the present, so the databases for this Library have to be â€˜virtualâ€™ databases extracted from this larger corpus.  

The paper explains the construction, content and features of the first version of the Library, which as of July 2012 contains 12 databases including one case law database from each of the seven colonies (including New Zealand), some of which are â€˜recoveredâ€™ cases from newspaper reports, the complete annual legislation to 1900 from three of the colonies, plus legal scholarship concerning the colonial era. These databases provide over 20,000 documents so far, and the Victorian Government Gazette 1851-1900 another 200,000. The Library also includes the LawCite citator, which allows the subsequent citation history of any colonial case to be tracked, including if cited by courts outside Australasia.  

The medium term aim of this part of the ARC project (which extends to 1950 in its full scope) is to include all legislation, reported cases, and cases which can be â€˜recoveredâ€™, from the inception of each colony to 1900. Scholarship (old and new) and key source materials are also being added, as budgets permit. We hope that the Library will be a leader in the creation of legal history resources from the colonial era. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Australia, New Zealand, colonial, history, legal information system, search engine

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Greenleaf,  Graham and Chung,  Philip and Mowbray,  Andrew and Salter,  Brent, Digitising and Searching Australasian Colonial Legal History (July 13, 2012). UNSW Law Research Paper No. 2012-23,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2111056
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Graham Greenleaf (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Independent Scholar  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Sydney
Australia

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www2.austlii.edu.au/~graham/
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Philip Chung

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: University of New South Wales (UNSW Sydney), Faculty of Law and Justice]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of New South Wales (UNSW Sydney), Faculty of Law and Justice  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Kensington, New South Wales 2052
Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Andrew Mowbray

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: University of Technology Sydney, Faculty of Law]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Technology Sydney, Faculty of Law  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Sydney
Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Brent Salter

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of New South Wales (UNSW) - Australasian Legal Information Institute (AustLII)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Technology Sydney (UTS)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					15 Broadway, Ultimo
Sydney, New South Wales 2000
Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Macquarie University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					North Ryde
Sydney, New South Wales 2109
Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of New South Wales (UNSW)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Kensington
High St
Sydney, NSW 2052
Australia

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      377

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    5,099

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  145,240

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       23 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    UNSW Law & Justice Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                UNSW Law & Justice Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            5,183

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,306

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Weihuan Zhou at University of New South Wales (UNSW) - UNSW Law & Justice

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal History eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal History eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,060

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           15,014

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Reva Siegel at Yale University - Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Law & Society: The Legal Profession eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: The Legal Profession eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              918

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,927

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        William D. Henderson at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    English & Commonwealth Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                English & Commonwealth Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              864

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,760

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Justine Pila at Professor of Law - University of Oxford

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Information & Technology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Information & Technology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              506

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,754

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Cindy Bassett at University of Missouri School of Law, Lee F. Peoples at Oklahoma City University - School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Global Business Issues eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Global Business Issues eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              261

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,372

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jonathan P. Doh at Villanova University - School of Business, Paul M. Vaaler at University of Minnesota, Twin Cities - Law School and Carlson School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Innovation Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Innovation Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              260

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           29,420

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Information Systems: Behavioral & Social Methods eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Information Systems: Behavioral & Social Methods eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              183

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,706

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Free-Access Case Law Enhancements for Australian Law

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Andrew Mowbray, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Philip Chung, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Subject Libraries in Free Access Law Services

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Graham Greenleaf
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        AustLII in 2010: A Snapshot at Age 15

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Graham Greenleaf, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Andrew Mowbray, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                

            
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.125 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

