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		Lawyers from Justice Holmes’s day until today rally around the banner of his most famous quote, “The life of the law has not been logic: it has been experience.”  Supposedly, this phrase reminds judges and other lawmakers never to let the law lose touch with the needs of ordinary people. In historical context, however, “the life of the law” says nothing about how judges should decide cases. Rather, it expresses Holmes’s view about how common law judges actually decide cases. More specifically, Holmes’s “experience” refers to judges’ mostly subconscious intuition, while “logic” refers to a vain attempt to systematize intuitively developed law. Proper understanding of Holmes’s famous quote, revealed through this Article’s historical analysis, helps to avoid an unfortunately common analytical distortion, and one which tends to stultify the law - what Holmes called “the danger of inventing reasons offhand for whatever we find established in the law.” 
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