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		Abstract

		This Article reports on an empirical study of professionalism with a diverse group of lawyers considered by their peers as exemplary professionals across a range of law firms and organizations in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  We frame this study with the rationale for why a paradigm shift in legal education is necessary in order to focus on each studentâ€™s ethical professional identity.  We conclude with the implications of this research for legal education. 	 We used in-depth interview methodologies from lifespan developmental psychology.  Our sample consisted of six men and six women, ranging in age from mid-40s to early-80s, using a modified random sampling procedure involving oversampling underrepresented groups.  Asked to reflect on how the meaning of professionalism had changed over their careers, the lawyers reported that their understanding had gradually shifted from an external definition based on rules and existing norms, to a definition consisting of greater internalization of a moral core related to legal practice.  They reported internalizing the habit of ongoing reflection, and discussed how facing significant life or work challenges fostered growth.  They discussed the importance of giving independent and honest counsel to clients.  The overall developmental profile we found in our study replicates findings of a similar study of senior military professionals at West Point Military Academy.  Our finding of later stage identity development profiles contrasts with earlier developmental stage profiles predominant in our initial studies of early career lawyers and law students, lending support for this empirical approach to moral identity development research and curriculum development.  Our findings suggest how law schools can foster later stages of moral identity development, self-transformation, or what we term as transformational professionalism. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: ethical professional identity, lawyer identity, legal education, adult development, Kegan

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	






	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Hamilton,  Neil W. and Monson,  Verna, Ethical Professional (Trans)Formation: Themes from Interviews About Professionalism with Exemplary Lawyers (August 21, 2012). Santa Clara Law Review, Vol. 54, 2012, U of St. Thomas Legal Studies Research Paper No. 11-11,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1804419
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Neil W. Hamilton

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: University of St. Thomas School of Law (Minnesota)]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				University of St. Thomas School of Law (Minnesota)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					MSL 400, 1000 La Salle Avenue
Minneapolis, MN Minnesota 55403-2005
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Verna Monson (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of St. Thomas  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Minneapolis, MN  55403
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Cultural Dynamics Consulting  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					55414
612 (Phone)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      487

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,424

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  107,968

		

		
	


	

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    University of St. Thomas School of Law (Minnesota) Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                University of St. Thomas School of Law (Minnesota) Legal Studies Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            4,899

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              570

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Gregory C. Sisk at University of St. Thomas School of Law (Minnesota)

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Legal Ethics & Professional Responsibility eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Legal Ethics & Professional Responsibility eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,036

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,166

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        W. Bradley Wendel at Cornell University - School of Law 

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Law & Society: The Legal Profession eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: The Legal Profession eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              918

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,930

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        William D. Henderson at Indiana University Maurer School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

