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		This Article attempts to clarify legal thinking about emotion in decision making. It surveys evidence from psychology and neuroscience on the extensive role that emotion and related nonconscious cognitive processes play in human behavior, then evaluates the treatment of emotion in three legal views of decision making: rational choice theory, behavioral economics, and cultural cognition theory. The Article concludes that each theory is mistaken to treat emotion mostly as a decision objective rather than a part of the decision-making process and, indeed, to treat it as a force that mostly compromises that process. The Article introduces the view that emotion is a critical behavioral process that plays a role in most if not all decisions and is not readily amenable to accumulation or maximization. The Article discusses broad implications of this view for welfarist legal theory and policy generally and for an ongoing debate on risk regulation between behavioral economists and cultural cognition theorists. It also sketches potential applications in the law of employment discrimination, consumer protection, and criminal law. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: law, emotion, reason, decision making, choice, risk, welfare, rational choice, behavioral economics, cultural cognition, situationism, critical realism

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Arkush,  David, Situating Emotion: A Critical Realist View of Emotion and Nonconscious Cognitive Processes for the Law (September 8, 2012). Brigham Young University Law Review, Vol. 2008, No. 5, 2008,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=1003562 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.1003562 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						David Arkush (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Public Citizen  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					215 Pennsylvania Ave. Se
Washington, DC  20002
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      623

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    3,902

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			   78,668

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				       52 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Law & Psychology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Psychology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              713

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,641

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Valerie P. Hans at Cornell University - School of Law, Jeffrey J. Rachlinski at Cornell Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              490

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           14,556

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ronald J. Gilson at Stanford Law School, A. Mitchell Polinsky at Stanford Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Consumer Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Consumer Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              390

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,537

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Jeff Sovern at University of Maryland Francis King Carey School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Neuroeconomics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Neuroeconomics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              370

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              706

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Kevin A. McCabe at George Mason University - Department of Economics, Michael C. Jensen at Harvard Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Advertising & Marketing Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Advertising & Marketing Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               84

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              724

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Eric Goldman at Santa Clara University - School of Law, Rebecca Tushnet at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Neural Correlates of Third-Party Punishment

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Joshua Buckholtz, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Christopher L. Asplund, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Mens Rea

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Paul H. Robinson
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Genetics and Responsibility: To Know the Criminal from the Crime

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Nita A. Farahany
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    James Coleman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            EconomÃa Material: Cuerpo Y Cerebro (Material Economics: Body and Brain)

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Santiago Alonso
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.094 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
