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		Abstract

		This study explored saving behavior among low-income households through the institutional theory of saving behavior by (1) determining asset differences between saving and non-saving households, (2) exploring factors related to saving behavior, and (3) identifying differences between two saving measures: a broad measure and a narrow measure.    

Based on the narrow measure, 43% of households under 300% of the poverty threshold saved, but 75% of these households saved based on the broad measure. Most of the multivariate results were consistent with hypotheses based on the institutional theory of savings, with the most important result that was not consistent was that racial/ethnic groups other than white were more likely to be savers under the broad measure than otherwise similar white households. 
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