

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Continuity and Change in Transnistria’s Foreign Policy after the 2011 Presidential Elections

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    (Lublin: The Catholic University of Lublin Publishing House, 2012)
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			57 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 8 Sep 2012
		
			Last revised: 2 Dec 2012
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Marcin KosienkowskiMarcin Kosienkowski
John Paul II Catholic University of Lublin


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: June 13, 2012

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The article examines the external activity of Transnistria, a quasi-state that has been outside of Moldovan control since 1992. The paper presents the policy of the Transnistrian region toward Russia, Ukraine, Moldova, Western countries and organizations, as well as other breakaway states like Abkhazia, South Ossetia, and Nagorno-Karabakh. The main research question is whether Transnistria’s foreign policy has undergone changes and, more generally, what can be expected in this field following the landmark 2011 presidential elections. Then, Igor Smirnov, Transnistria’s seemingly unshakable leader, unexpectedly failed to be re-elected for his fifth term and was replaced by a young politician, Yevgeniy Shevchuk. The paper concludes that the strategy driving the quasi-state’s external activity has remained unchanged. Primary goals regarding the status of Transnistria — namely keeping the status quo, which means maintaining the de facto independence of the Transnistrian region — and its main external partners are still in place. The exception is that Shevchuk would like to establish positive working relations with Western actors. The most significant change between the departure of Smirnov and the arrival of Shevchuk is a tactical one. While Smirnov’s approach was, in short, confrontational, excessively self-interested, highly politicized, and partially isolationist in its nature, the quasi-state’s foreign policy under the new president has many more positive elements. Shevchuk’s approach is more pragmatic, constructive, cooperative, active, and economized. This stabilizes the situation in the region and gives hope for the activation of the Transnistrian conflict settlement process. Crucially, the new Transnistrian president may not be as entrenched as his predecessor on the topic of reintegration with Moldova.    

An overwhelming illustration of the international activities of Transnistria, which despite its status as an unrecognized de-facto state, possesses a quite active “foreign policy.” The author manages to show both the dependence and relative autonomy of Tiraspol, which makes his paper an important contribution to the understanding of the real position of Transnistria in international and regional context.   Andrey Devyatkov, Tyumen State University, Russia    

This paper is an obligatory read for all those who consider Transnistria a Russian geopolitical conspiracy. There are more interests at play than that of a proto-imperial Kremlin seeking to keep Moldova in Russia’s fold, and the paper successfully rejects this simplistic, so-called mainstream interpretation.     

Octavian Milevschi, National School of Political Science and Public Administration, Bucharest, Romania    

An interesting and pioneering academic analysis that presents the continuities and differences of Transnistrian external policy under the rule of Igor Smirnov and Yevgeniy Shevchuk.    

Kálmán Mizsei, former European Union Special Representative for the Republic of Moldova (2007–2011)    

Not indisputable, but a very interesting article on Transnistrian foreign policy, in which the discourse differs greatly from the traditional Western view on this issue.    

Nina Shtanski, foreign minister of unrecognized Transnistria 
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