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		Abstract

		This article deals with the drug trafficking, drug abuse and the related narco-terrorism in the Asian perspective since Asian countries are the major countries of origin as well as destination of drug trafficking. Drug  abuse  as  a  paradoxical  phenomenon  has  been  causing  serious  uncertainties  for  planners,  policy  makers  and  the  public  in  general.  However,  in reality drug  abuse  is  more  of  a  socio-health  issue  rather  than  just  a  judicial  problem  and  therefore,  not  just  a  statutory  offence  although  the  possession  of  certain  listed  substances  is  prohibited  by  law.   

In the present scenario,  we  are  all  enjoying  the  benefits  of  globalization  and  economic  liberalization  but  the  major  problem  of  drug  trafficking  and  drug  addiction  and  its  related  problems  have  emerged  with  terrifying  challenges  as  it  causes  high  mortality,  morbidity  rate  and  low  productivity  hence  serious  preventive  measures  are  crucial  at  this  stage  for  combating  the  menace  of  drug  abuse.  

The author, in this article gives highlights on the Asian perspective of drug trafficking and drug abuse and goes on to the historical development of drug trafficking. Opium  production  in  the  colonial  period  has  condemned  India's  role  in  the  world  opium  trade.  They  have  been  dismayed  that  from  the  late  eighteenth  to  the  early  twentieth  century,  the  Indian  subcontinent  was  the  primary  source  of  raw  opium,  produced  for  world  market  demand.  The  Opium  agriculture  in  the  Indian  sub  continent  changed  from  an  informally  cultivated  cash  crop  to  a  centralized,  systematized  state-run  industry  under  the  white  umbrella  of  the  British  Empire.   Asia  has  a  long  history  of  dealing  with  psychoactive  substances.   Today  the  drug  trade  threatens  the  health  of  the  new  generation  causing  far  reaching  effects.  The  opium  commerce  was  taken  by  European  maritime  colonial  powers,  who  used  it  to  balance  their  trade  in  spices  and  tea  with  Southeast  Asia  and  China,  first  by  the Venetians  (in  the  fourteenth  century),  then  by  the  Portuguese  and  the  Dutch  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  finally  by  the  British  in  the  seventeenth  century  and  so  on.     

The article highlights on the fact that drug  trafficking  is  a  problem  which  has  long  baffled  the  capacities  of  developing  countries  to  provide  for  their  own  security.  It  is  often  both  a  cause  and  an  effect  of  internal  conflict,  including  clashes  around  sub  state  groups  and  governments.  In  order  to  effectively  deal  with  drug  trafficking,  it  is  important  to  first  identify  how  exactly  it  is  a  threat.  An  early  recognition  of  the  problem  and  prompt  action  to  stop  it  are  key  steps  that  many  countries  fail  to  do.   

The article further deals with the nature and extent of drug trafficking across the Asian countries and its threat to the region. It highlights on the fact that around eighty  percent  of  the  heroin  that  reaches  European  markets  is  supplied  by  Afghanistan.   A  large  share  is  also  passed  on  to  Pakistan  and  Iran,  however  traffickers  have  increasingly  turned  to  Central  Asian  routes  as  anti  drug  crack  downs  have  made  other  routes  unsafe  for  them.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  an  accurate  statistical  data  of  the  amount  of  drugs  trafficked  from  the  Indian  sub  continent  alone  none  the  less  transnational  crimes  such  as  people  trafficking,  drug  trafficking,  money  laundering  and  terrorism  threaten  regional  stability  and  national  development.  Since  more  and  more  people  get  involved  in  trafficking,  legitimate  economic  opportunities  diminish  and  as  a  result  of  this,  foreign  investors  do  not  want  to  engage  themselves  in  the  economies  where  drug  trafficking  prospers.  This  results  into  a  nation  far  from  prosperity  and  development.    

The author, in his article, further emphasizes on the organized nature of the crime of drug trafficking. Drug trafficking is also an organized crime, the activities of which are carried out by organized crime groups or syndicates operating across the borders. Mostly, the drug trafficking is carried put  for  the  purpose  of  generating  a  monetary  profit.  Translational  organized  crime  is  considered  as  one  of  the  major  threats  to  human  security,  impeding  the  political,  social,  economic,  and  cultural  development  of  societies  worldwide.  

Furthermore, the author discusses about the various international instruments such as The  Convention  on  Psychotropic  substances  1971 , The  UN  Convention  against  Illicit  Traffic  in  Narcotic  Drugs  and  Psychotropic  substances  1988  which deal with this organized crime of drug trafficking. Later in the article, the author describes the role of the Golden crescent which is  the  name  given  to  Asia’s  principal  area  of  illicit  opium  production  which  is  located  at  the  crossroads  of  central,  south,  and  western  Asia. This  space  overlaps  three  nations  namely  Afghanistan,  Iran,  and  Pakistan.  A  mention  of  the  Golden  Crescent  is  essential  from  the  point  of  view  of  this  essay  because  Pakistan  which  forms  a  part  of  the  crescent  geographically  lies  in  the  Indian  sub  continent.    The  distribution  of  opium  in  the  Golden  Crescent  was  a  by-product  of  early  commerce  along  the  Silk  Road  and  of  Arab  maritime  trade. Furthermore, the article also discusses the role of Golden Triangle which is constituted by Burma  (Myanmar),  Laos,  and  Thailand.    

The author then describes the narco-terrorism which refers to the  connection  in  between  narcotics  and  terrorism  since the  illicit  drug  economy  in  the  Indian  sub  continent  is  said  to  be  fuelling  terrorism  within  and  across  its  borders. Narcotic  trafficking  which  started  as  an  organized  cross  border  crime  has  now  emerged  as  a  threat  to  nation  states  because  of  its  diabolic  alliance  with  terrorist  groups. The role of INTERPOL in dealing with drugs trafficking and other criminal organization has also been highlighted and discussed in this article. The  Drugs  Sub-Division  of  Interpol's  General  Secretariat  monitors  and  responds  to  incoming  communications  on  drug  enforcement  matters,  conducts  intelligence  analysis  of  information  and  produces  tactical  and  strategic  intelligence  reports  as  well  as  statistical  and  other  specialized  reports.  Drug  trafficking  is  generally  linked  with  other  serious  crimes  such  as  human  smuggling,  organized  prostitution  and  travel-document  counterfeiting. Interpol’s  primary  drug-control  role  is  to  identify  new  drug  trafficking  trends  and  criminal  organizations  operating  at  the  international  level  and  to  assist  all  national  and  international  law  enforcement  bodies  concerned  with  countering  the  illicit  production,  trafficking  and  abuse  of  cannabis,  cocaine,  heroin  and  synthetic  drugs. 
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