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		Abstract

		This article provides an empirical grounding into the patterns of long lines, focusing on the 2012 presidential election and utilizing a unique public opinion survey.  I show that two-thirds of voters in 2012 waited less than 10 minutes to vote, and that only 3% of voters waited longer than an hour.  I show that there was considerable variation in line length, as a function of geography and race.  Consistent with news reports, Floridaâ€™s voters waited the longest to vote in 2012, nearly 40 minutes on average, while Vermontâ€™s voters waited less than two minutes.  Urban voters waited longer than rural voters, early voters waited longer than Election Day voters, and African American and Hispanic voters waited longer than whites.  

I also show that lines were nothing new in 2012.  The states whose residents waited the longest to vote in 2012 also waited the longest in 2008.  This fact cautions against blaming long wait times in the most recent presidential election primarily on factors specific to 2012. 
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