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		Abstract

		We provide insights into earnings quality from a survey of 169 CFOs of public companies and in-depth interviews of 12 CFOs and two standard setters.  CFOs believe that (i) above all, high-quality earnings are sustainable and repeatable; specific characteristics include consistent reporting choices, backing by actual cash flows, and absence of one-time items and long-term estimates; (ii) about 50% of earnings quality is driven by non-discretionary factors such as industry and macro-economic conditions; (iii) in any given period, about 20% of firms manage earnings to misrepresent economic performance, and for such firms 10% of EPS is typically managed; (iv) earnings manipulation is hard to unravel from the outside but peer comparisons and lack of correspondence between earnings and cash flows provide helpful red flags.  In addition, CFOs disagree with current standard setting on a number of issues including the sheer number of promulgated rules, the top-down approach to rule-making, the neglect of the matching principle, and the emphasis on fair value accounting.  They indicate that a rules-based culture makes the audit function centralized and mechanical, and hinders the development of audit professionals.  A summary impression from our work is that CFOs view earnings quality as more of a single and unconditional characteristic, in contrast to current research where measures of earnings quality are strongly conditional on the decision setting.  This CFO view is related to their idea of â€œone numberâ€� - a single earnings metric that shapes both their interactions with external stakeholders and internal decision-making.  

Presentation slides: Available at http://ssrn.com/abstract=2347428 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: earnings quality, FASB, CFO, survey, earnings management

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: M4, G38

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Dichev,  Ilia D. and Graham,  John Robert and Harvey,  Campbell R. and Rajgopal,  Shivaram, Earnings Quality: Evidence from the Field (May 7, 2013).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2103384 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2103384 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Ilia D. Dichev

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Emory University - Department of Accounting  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1300 Clifton Road
Atlanta, GA  30322-2722
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						John Robert Graham

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Duke University  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Box 90120
Durham, NC  27708-0120
United States
919-660-7857 (Phone)
919-660-8030 (Fax)

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Campbell R. Harvey

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Duke University - Fuqua School of Business]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Duke University - Fuqua School of Business  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Box 90120
Durham, NC  27708-0120
United States
919-660-7768 (Phone)

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.duke.edu/~charvey
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				National Bureau of Economic Research (NBER) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					1050 Massachusetts Avenue
Cambridge, MA  02138
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Shivaram Rajgopal (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: Columbia University - Columbia Business School, Accounting, Business Law & Taxation]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Columbia University - Columbia Business School, Accounting, Business Law & Taxation  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					3022 Broadway
New York, NY  10027
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    9,607

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			   60,960

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    1,099

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       98 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       62 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Columbia Business School Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Columbia Business School Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,085

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,218

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Oded Netzer at Columbia University - Columbia Business School, Marketing

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Financial Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Financial Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            3,566

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           18,573

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Ross L. Watts at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) - Sloan School of Management

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Capital Markets: Market Efficiency eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,918

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           23,375

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Finance: Valuation, Capital Budgeting & Investment Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Finance: Valuation, Capital Budgeting & Investment Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,661

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,529

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        RenÃ© M. Stulz at Ohio State University (OSU) - Department of Finance

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,570

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,900

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Accounting, Corporate Governance, Law & Institutions eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,780

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,788

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Vernon J. Richardson at University of Arkansas at Fayetteville

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate & Financial Law: Interdisciplinary Approaches eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,744

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,380

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        James A. Fanto at Brooklyn Law School and Co-Director of the Center for the Study of Business Law & Regulation

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance & Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance & Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,605

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,615

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Corporate Governance Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,551

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            9,007

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Bernard S. Black at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Behavioral & Experimental Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Behavioral & Experimental Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,503

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            2,691

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Victor Ricciardi at Ursinus College

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Law: Securities Law eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Law: Securities Law eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,275

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,574

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Bernard S. Black at Northwestern University - Pritzker School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Corporate Governance: Disclosure, Internal Control, & Risk-Management eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Corporate Governance: Disclosure, Internal Control, & Risk-Management eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              945

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            5,072

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Lucian A. Bebchuk at Harvard Law School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Forensic Accounting eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Forensic Accounting eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              940

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              832

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Myth: External Financial Reporting Quality Has a 1st Order Effect on Firm Value

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jerold L. Zimmerman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Executives' "Off-the-Job" Behavior, Corporate Culture, and Financial Reporting Risk

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Robert H. Davidson, 
                                    
                                
                                    
                                    Aiyesha Dey, ...
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Corporate Ostracism: Freezing Out Controlling Shareholders

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jens Dammann
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Constraints on Private Benefits of Control: Ex Ante Control Mechanisms Versus Ex Post Transaction Review

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Ronald J. Gilson
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Alan Schwartz
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Contractual Approach to Discipline Self-Dealing by Controlling Shareholders

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        MarÃa GutiÃ©rrez Urtiaga
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Maria Isabel SÃ¡ez Lacave
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Understanding Investor Perceptions of Financial Statement Fraud and Their Use of Red Flags: Evidence from the Field

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Joseph F. Brazel, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Keith L. Jones, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.110 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
