

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Policy in Private Law: An Admission of Failure

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    25 University of Queensland Law Journal 287-306 (2006)
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			37 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 2 Jul 2013
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Allan BeeverAllan Beever
School of Law - Auckland University of Technology


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: July 1, 2005

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		It is surely uncontroversial to say that a central task of the legal academy is the production of informative accounts of the law. It should also be uncontroversial to claim that an informative account of the law must explain the law. In this regard, the role of the legal academic is no different from that of any other kind of academic. The physicist attempts to provide or improve on accounts of the fundamental nature of physical reality so that we are able to understand the way that that reality is and why it is that way. The historian describes historical events and explains why they happened. And so on. But because law is a normative phenomenon, in explaining the law the legal academic has a task additional to that of the physicist or historian: the account of the law produced by the legal academic must also be justificatory. 
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