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		Abstract

		This Article was presented at a conference, and is part of a symposium, on the topic of "Freedom of the Church in the Modern Era."  In addition to summarizing and re-stating claims made by the author in earlier work â€“ claims having to do with, among other things, church-state separation, the no-establishment rule, legal and social pluralism, and the structural role played by religious and other institutions â€“ the Article attempts to strengthen the argument that the idea of â€œthe freedom of the churchâ€� (or something like it) is not a relic or anachronism but instead remains a crucial component of any plausible and attractive account of religious freedom under and through constitutionally limited government.  It also includes suggestions for some workable and â€“ it is hoped â€“ faithful translations of it for use in present-day cases, doctrine, and conversations.  

The Articleâ€™s proposal is that â€œthe freedom of the churchâ€� is still-important, even if very old, idea.  It is not entirely out of place â€“ even if it does not seem to fit neatly â€“ in todayâ€™s constitutional-law and law-and-religion conversations.  If it can be retrieved and translated, then it should, not out of nostalgia or reaction, but so that the law will better identify and protect the things that matter. 
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