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		Law enforcement efforts to combat money laundering are increasingly misplaced.  As money laundering and other underlying crimes shift into cyberspace, U.S. law enforcement focuses on prosecuting financial institutionsâ€™ regulatory violations to prevent crime, rather than going after criminals themselves.  This article will describe current U.S. anti-money laundering laws, with particular criticism of how attenuated prosecution has become from crime.  The article will then describe the use of Bitcoin as a money-laundering vehicle, and analyze the difficulties for law enforcement officials who attempt to choke off Bitcoin transactions in lieu of prosecuting underlying criminal activity.  The article concludes with recommendations that law enforcement should look to digital currency exchangers not as criminals, but instead as partners in the effort to eradicate money laundering and â€” more importantly â€” the crimes underlying the laundering. 
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