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		Abstract

		Enactment of new or revised planning laws is a booming business today around the globe, including in many developing countries.  As in the case of many other laws, the tendency in developing countries has been to model planning laws along the lines of those enacted and practiced in one of the advanced-economy countries.  Before rushing to emulate the planning laws of advanced economies, developing countries and transition countries have the opportunity of posing some tough questions about the models to be adopted.  The theoretical underpinnings of this paper are the relationship between planning laws, urban planning, and urban justice.  We ask, what functions do planning laws play and how have cities and countries operated without them?  The heart of the paper is a conceptual framework for thinking about the regulatory layers of development controls.  With this framework in mind, we review existing research evidence about the effects of planning regulations on social composition of cities and neighborhoods. With a special focus on housing prices, we ask: Has the enactment and implementation of planning laws been good or bad news for enhancing social equity in cities? If one looks at advanced-economy countries, where planning laws and regulatory instruments have been routinely applied and enforced for many decades, the verdict is a mixed one. 
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