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		Abstract

		These concluding observations integrate the conclusions of the reports of the research project about monitoring and evaluation mechanisms in the first and third pillar of the EU and the Council of Europe. The main research question of the research project was to elaborate on the factors that stand in the way of (better) compliance with findings of monitoring and evaluation mechanisms and how to improve actual compliance with evaluation and monitoring mechanisms.  In these concluding observations, both reports will be approached and analysed with the help and from the perspective of the following questions and themes that were also used to structure the thematic impression of the conference: what is evaluated (the scope), by whom (actors and institutions involved), how (methodology) and what are the consequences attached to the findings (compliance and follow-up)? Those concluding observations will, thus, try to draw lessons learned from the functioning of evaluation and monitoring in the first and third pillar of the EU and the Council of Europe and propose ideas and pose preconditions for the way in which actual compliance with evaluation and monitoring mechanisms could be improved. This will ultimately help to answer the question how an additional evaluation mechanism could maintain and improve mutual trust amongst EU Member States in police and judicial cooperation in criminal matters and how this additional evaluation mechanism should be organised effectively. 
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