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		Abstract

		Discourse on race, racism, and racial difference is ubiquitous in American social and legal culture. In the few weeks preceding this Conference, the media was filled with news of the police shooting of an unarmed black man and ensuing race riots in Cincinnati. Racial profiling erupted again as an issue in New Jersey. At the same time, the United States Supreme Court restricted private rights of action under Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, and lower federal courts in Michigan clashed on the legality of taking race into account in university admissions.  

But most American lawyers are oblivious to the impact of race on the practice of law. Most lawyers are white, and most white people tend not to think about race unless it arises in the context of discrimination claims or other explicit race-related conflicts. Most lawyers are unlikely to perceive the relevance of race to lawyering. Lawyers approach interactions with clients with unexamined, often unconscious, assumptions that our clients do, or at least should, share our worldview. We seldom pause to think about what our own racial and cultural assumptions are, let alone whether they are generally shared. Like birds to air and fish to water, we are unaware of the culture in which we function until we are transported out of that culture by travel, experience, or education. 
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