

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
				
				

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
							
								
								Copy DOI
								

							

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Skilled Immigration and the Employment Structures of U.S. Firms

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Harvard Business School Entrepreneurial Management Working Paper No. 14-040
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			48 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 16 Nov 2013
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Sari Pekkala KerrSari Pekkala Kerr
Wellesley College (WCW)
William Kerr
Harvard University - Entrepreneurial Management Unit
William Fabius Lincoln
Claremont McKenna College - Robert Day School of Economics and Finance


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Skilled Immigration and the Employment Structures of U.S. Firms

								
							
							
							
								Harvard Business School Entrepreneurial Management Working Paper No. 14-040
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 48
								
								
									Posted: 16 Nov 2013
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							  394
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									Skilled Immigration and the Employment Structures of U.S. Firms
									

								
							
							
							
								William Davidson Institute Working Paper No. 1071
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 49
								
								
									Posted: 23 Feb 2014
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   56
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: November 15, 2013

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		We study the impact of skilled immigrants on the employment structures of U.S. firms using matched employer-employee data. Unlike most previous work, we use the firm as the lens of analysis to account for a greater level of heterogeneity and the fact that many skilled immigrant admissions are driven by firms themselves (e.g., the H-1B visa). OLS and IV specifications find rising overall employment of skilled workers with increased skilled immigrant employment by firm. Employment expansion is greater for younger natives than their older counterparts, and departure rates for older workers appear higher for those in STEM occupations compared to younger worker. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: Immigration, Employment, Firms, Age, Scientists, Engineers, Inventors, H-1B

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: F15, F22, J44, J61, O31

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Kerr,  Sari Pekkala and Kerr,  William R. and Lincoln,  William Fabius, Skilled Immigration and the Employment Structures of U.S. Firms (November 15, 2013). Harvard Business School Entrepreneurial Management Working Paper No. 14-040,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2354963 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2354963 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Sari Pekkala Kerr

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Wellesley College (WCW)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					106 Central St.
Wellesley, MA  02181
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						William R. Kerr (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Harvard University - Entrepreneurial Management Unit  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Soldiers Field Road
Morgan 270C
Boston, MA  02163
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						William Fabius Lincoln

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Claremont McKenna College - Robert Day School of Economics and Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					500 E. Ninth St.
Claremont, CA  91711-6420
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      394

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    2,833

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  117,085

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	        2 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				       71 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Harvard Business School: Entrepreneurial Management Unit Working Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Harvard Business School: Entrepreneurial Management Unit Working Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            8,566

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              428

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Economic Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Alfred P. Sloan Foundation Economic Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            8,108

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              441

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Sloan Economics at Alfred P. Sloan Foundation

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Harvard Business School Working Papers

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Harvard Business School Working Papers

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            6,037

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                              747

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                S&P Global Market Intelligence Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            2,569

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           40,681

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Entrepreneurship & Economics eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Entrepreneurship & Economics eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,306

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,588

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Human Capital eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              854

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           19,627

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Public Policy & Regulation eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              701

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,935

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Labor: Supply & Demand eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              671

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           13,259

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Employee Social Responsibility & HR Practices eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Employee Social Responsibility & HR Practices eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              570

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,848

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Timothy M. Devinney at The University of Manchester - Alliance Manchester Business School

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Sustainability at Work eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Sustainability at Work eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              565

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            7,595

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Migration, Urban & Transnational Anthropology eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Migration, Urban & Transnational Anthropology eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              332

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           12,188

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Ethnic Scientific Communities and International Technology Diffusion

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    William Kerr
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Do Foreign Students Crowd Out Native Students from Graduate Programs?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    George J. Borjas
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        How Much Does Immigration Boost Innovation?

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Jennifer Hunt
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Marjolaine Gauthier-loiselle
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Much Does Immigration Boost Innovation?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Jennifer Hunt
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Marjolaine Gauthier-loiselle
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            How Much Does Immigration Boost Innovation?

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Marjolaine Gauthier-loiselle
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Jennifer Hunt
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            People Flows in Globalization

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard B. Freeman
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            America's New Immigrant Entrepreneurs: Part I

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Vivek Wadhwa, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Annalee Saxenian, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Ethnic Composition of US Inventors

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        William Kerr
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Supply Side of Innovation: H-1B Visa Reforms and US Ethnic Invention

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        William Kerr
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        William Fabius Lincoln
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Supply Side of Innovation: H-1b Visa Reforms and Us Ethnic Invention

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        William Kerr
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        William Fabius Lincoln
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l200 in   0.121 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

