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		Among the most significant prerogatives that a chief justice enjoys is the power to assign an opinion when in the majority. While The Behavior of Federal Judges only briefly alludes to "a self-expression component of the judicial utility function" for Supreme Court justices, I will indulge the assumption that there is something special about a chief justiceâ€™s choice of when to speak for the Court. In this essay, I examine the current chief justiceâ€™s practice of self-assigning majority opinions, with the goal of comparing his performance to the general patterns established by other chief justices. 
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