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		Why has radical right-wing violence been so invisible? Academics have produced endless studies of criminal, political, ethnic, and racist violence. But little emphasis has been put on the radical right's violence, either on its own or as part of the violence that has received more attention. To begin filling this void, we should more closely examine the dimensions of this kind of violence, particularly as they manifest themselves in Canada. Unlike the U.S., Canada is not a bastion of right-wing violence; nevertheless, when it does occur, it shares several important traits with its southern neighbor.  

We can distinguish radical right-wing violence by its perpetrators, activities, and targets. Both individuals and groups commit this violence. We can use the terms "right" and "right-wing" to describe the legal activities of conventional conservative groups, ideologues, movements, and political parties. In contrast, by "radical right-wing," we mean the violent and illegal activities of groups that might otherwise be called: extreme right, fringe right, lunatic right, radical right, racist right, fundamentalist right-wing, anti-Semitic, fascist and neo-fascist, Nazi and neo-Nazi. Their orientation has been variously thought of as conservative, traditional, authoritarian, or preservationist. Thus, their violence and crimes are carried out to pursue those ends. Their targets also provide a limited guide to what motivates their violence. 
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