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		Abstract

		Political scientists have never systematically investigated patterns of residential segregation using comprehensive datasets. In response, this paper examines an important research question involving race, segregation, and housing in the United States: were racial minorities in Americaâ€™s largest metropolitan statistical areas (MSAs) in 2000, 2005, and 2010 less likely to receive conventional  mortgages than government-insured mortgages if they resided in more segregated metropolitan areas? Relying on a large, rich Home Mortgage Disclosure Act (HMDA) dataset, these preliminary results indicate that segregation has a significant negative effect on African Americans receiving conventional, but not government-insured mortgages, thereby distinguishing them from Asians, Hispanics, and whites. If blacks are unlikely to receive conventional mortgages in more segregated MSAs, and if large numbers of whites in those same MSAs continue to segregate themselves, this suggests that highly segregated metropolitan areas are likely to remain segregated in the future along black-white lines and that African Americans will continue to be hypersegregated. If correct, these conclusions have important political and policy implications for the United States, but further research is necessary to refine and extend this initial analysis. 
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