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		Abstract

		This chapter surveys the theory of international tax competition and coordination, which, matching the increasing policy importance of the topic, has grown substantially over the last thirty years. It focuses on the taxation of capital income, stressing that issues arise not only in relation to movements of productive capital â€“ the primary concern in the earliest literature â€“ but also in relation to the shifting of paper profits. It sets out, assesses, and uses as a unifying framework, the two workhorse models in the area. After discussing the welfare properties and comparative statics of non-cooperative equilibria under unconstrained tax competition, the chapter analyses key issues of coordination (within subsets of countries, for instance) and a range of specific topics (such as the nature and impact of tax havens). 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
	
	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: International taxation, tax competition

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Keen,  Michael and Konrad,  Kai A., The Theory of International Tax Competition and Coordination (July 9, 2014). Working Paper of the Max Planck Institute for Tax Law and Public Finance No. 2012-06 ,  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2111895 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2111895 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Michael Keen (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				International Monetary Fund (IMF) - Fiscal Affairs Department  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					700 19th Street, NW
Washington, DC  20431
United States

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Poschinger Str. 5
Munich, DE-81679
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.CESifo.de
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				Institute for Fiscal Studies (IFS) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					7 Ridgmount Street
London, WC1E 7AE
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Tokyo  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Yayoi 1-1-1
Bunkyo-ku
Tokyo, Tokyo 113-8657
Japan

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Kai A. Konrad

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: Max Planck Institute for Tax Law and Public Finance]
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				Max Planck Institute for Tax Law and Public Finance  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Marstallplatz 1
Munich, 80539
Germany

				

				
			

			
				
				
					HOME PAGE: http://www.tax.mpg.de/en/pub/home.cfm
				

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					90-98 Goswell Road
London, EC1V 7RR
United Kingdom

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
					
					[image: CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute for Economic Research)]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				CESifo (Center for Economic Studies and Ifo Institute for Economic Research) 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					Poschinger Str. 5
Munich, 81679
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	

	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
					
						
						
						


						
					
					[image: IZA Institute of Labor Economics]
				
			

			
				
				
					
				
					
					
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				IZA Institute of Labor Economics 

			

			
			
				
				
				
					P.O. Box 7240
Bonn, 53072
Germany

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research youâ€™d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				    3,016

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    9,541

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			    7,806

		

		
	


	
		
            
            	       74 Citations
		

	

	
		
			
				      176 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Public Economics: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Public Economics: Taxation, Subsidies, & Revenue eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,345

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,338

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Tax Law: Tax Law & Policy eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Tax Law: Tax Law & Policy eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,201

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           11,261

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Paul L. Caron at Pepperdine University - Rick J. Caruso School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


            

            
                
                

                	
                    Political Economy: Fiscal Policies & Behavior of Economic Agents eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Political Economy: Fiscal Policies & Behavior of Economic Agents eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,155

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,286

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Tax Law: International & Comparative Tax eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Tax Law: International & Comparative Tax eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                            1,100

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            4,934

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        Paul L. Caron at Pepperdine University - Rick J. Caruso School of Law, Robert A. Green at Cornell University

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    International Finance eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                International Finance eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              984

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                           24,637

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Law & Society: Public Law - Tax eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Law & Society: Public Law - Tax eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              335

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            6,823

                                    

                                

                                
                                    
                                        This Journal is curated by:

                                        David Gamage at University of Missouri School of Law

                                    

                                
                            

                        

                    

                
	
                    Max Planck Law Network Research Paper Series

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Max Planck Law Network Research Paper Series

                                
                                    Subscribe to this free journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                              101

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            1,879

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                



                
            

            
        
        
        
                 
        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















    
        
            Recommended Papers

            	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Agglomeration, Integration and Tax Harmonization

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Richard E. Baldwin
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Paul R. Krugman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        Agglomeration, Integration and Tax Harmonization

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Richard E. Baldwin
                                     and 
                                
                                    
                                    Paul R. Krugman
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    
	
                        
                        

                        
                        
                        The Core-Periphery Model with Forward-Looking Expectations

                        
                            By
                                
                                
                                    
                                    Richard E. Baldwin
                                    
                                
                            

                        
                        
                    


                    
                        	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            The Core-Periphery Model with Forward-Looking Expectations

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Richard E. Baldwin
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Competing for Capital in a 'Lumpy' World

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Guttorm Schjelderup, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Hans Jarle Kind, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Agglomeration and Tax Competition

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rainald Borck
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael PflÃ¼ger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Market Access and Tax Competition

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Gianmarco I.p. Ottaviano
                                         and 
                                    
                                        
                                        Tanguy Van Ypersele
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            A Simple, Analytically Solvable Chamberlinian Agglomeration Model

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael PflÃ¼ger
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        
	
                            
                            

                            
                            
                            Firm Location Decisions, Regional Grants and Agglomeration Externalities

                            
                                By
                                    
                                    
                                        
                                        Rachel Griffith, 
                                        
                                    
                                        
                                        Michael P. Devereux, ...
                                        
                                    
                                

                            

                            
                            
                        



            
            
                 
            
        

    

				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
			
				
			
			
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright Â© 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.118 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
