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		Abstract

		This paper examines the effect of a 5-years quasi-experimental study (EMPHASIS project) that aimed to reduce HIV vulnerability among cross-border migrants in Nepal, Bangladesh and India. The results from the study suggests that HIV and AIDS prevention policies that focus on peer education for migrants within both their source and destination countries are vital to increase their knowledge on the risks of infection, reduce behaviour that increases these risks and expand their HIV-related service uptake. The study finds strong evidence that the EMPHASIS project had a positive impact on HIV and AIDS knowledge and communication, on referral mechanisms, on sexual behaviour and condom use and on the creation of an enabling environment to improve working conditions in destination locations and address stigma against migrants and people living with HIV at source locations. The findings suggest that effective referral mechanisms that straddle borders can be developed through context-specific partnerships and engagement and through capacity building of HIV and AIDS service providers. The study also find that it is essential to create an enabling environment by addressing migrants’ rights and entitlements and their safe mobility and by tackling the stigma they face to reduce their vulnerability. 
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