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		Abstract

		This comment on a series of conference papers describes the extreme difficulty of accurately measuring costs and benefits of ecological policies and connecting them to specific social groups. It also explores the implications of three key characteristics of modern ecological scholarship: (1) it treats ecological authority as considerably more concentrated than it in fact is; (2) it labors under a very limited ability to analyze the cumulative effects of systems of rules, and (3) it manifests a near-crippling lack of attention to the policy roles of non-governmental, non-market international organizations. Accordingly, this comment stresses three pressing tasks for research and analysis: (1) developing a stronger capacity to analyze the cumulative effects of rules; (2) integrating, streamlining, or harmonizing federal environmental laws; and (3) systematic research on transnational non-governmental policy-making processes. 
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