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		Abstract

		North Dakota is uniquely, and largely favorably, situated to benefit from hydraulic fracturing, and has already reaped many such benefits. During the recent economic crisis, North Dakotaâ€™s housing market has been stable, unemployment has been remarkably low, and the state has maintained a strong and increasing budget surplus at a time when many states were operating budget deficits. But these benefits have not come without some costs.   

This Article seeks to put the current North Dakota oil boom in context and help provide a path for developing legislative and regulatory policies that prolong and reinforce sustainable and beneficial oil development. The Article first discusses the current state of the North Dakota oil industry, arguing that the current oil economy is different from prior oil booms in the state and explaining how the North Dakota experience is different from (and in many ways better than) the current state of shale gas plays in the United States that are also using hydraulic fracturing. The next section explains the potential collateral damage from hydraulic fracturing related to social and environmental harms that flow from North Dakotaâ€™s oil industry resurgence. This potential damage, unchecked, could stand in the way of the economic promise of the state's oil industry.   

Finally, the Article concludes with suggestions about how North Dakota can address many of the social and environmental concerns potentially linked with hydraulic fracturing with the goal of supporting and sustaining long-term growth and development while minimizing concomitant harms. These suggestions include: (1) building upon technological expertise already available in the state to monitor environmental harms, (2) proactively protecting wildlife in an economically sustainable manner, and (3) adopting best practices regulations so that the most egregious potential environmental harms related to hydraulic fracturing become "never events." As the largest and most successful example of the use of hydraulic fracturing, these lessons and potential policies begin with North Dakota, but provide a framework for hydraulic fracturing policy throughout the United States. 
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