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		Abstract

		No day of the week has spawned as many legal disputes as Sunday.  Many normal daily pursuits such as working, contracting, mailing letters and engaging in recreational activities are affected by whether or not they occur on Sunday. Limitations on these activities are a result of Sunday closing laws (or "blue laws") passed by both state and local governments. This article will discuss and analyze the most commonly litigated Sunday restriction - restrictions imposed on the sale of merchandise to the public.  

Sunday closing laws are enacted pursuant to a state's police power to preserve the health, safety, and welfare of its citizenry. As such, the laws are generally presumed to be a valid exercise of this power.  Blue laws are unique, however, because they impose criminal sanctions on what is generally regarded as legitimate commercial enterprise, merely because such commerce occurs on a particular day of the week.  

Sunday closing laws have been attacked upon a variety of grounds. Claims that the laws violate the free exercise and establishment of religion clauses of the first amendment have consistently failed because courts have been virtually unanimous in finding that the blue laws have a primarily secular purpose. When state courts have struck down blue laws, they have done so based upon constitutional grounds, such as due process and equal protection, and other grounds such as monopoly, discriminatory enforcement, invalid delegation of legislative power to counties, and violations of particular state constitutional provisions prohibiting special laws. Because many judicial decisions strike down blue laws due to the means by which the laws are enforced (as opposed to the state's power to enact them), courts have attempted to provide guidance in proper methods of enforcing Sunday trade restrictions. 
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