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		Abstract

		Gambling and gambling laws have existed for more than a century in India. The Central legislation banning gambling i.e. the Public Gambling Act which was implemented in 1867 is the current law governing gambling activities in India. Apart from this Central law, various States across India have implemented State specific laws which govern gambling and the like activities. In spite of being a long-standing law, the definition of the term "gambling" remains very unclear. Various decisions by the Supreme Court and other courts have tried to analyse the term gambling and Â¡ts related laws, whereby the courts have tried to classify acts as gambling based on involvement of skill versus chance.   

As the law being ancient, various developments have taken place in the area of traditional gambling and new forms of sports have been developed. In some of these sports, though money is put at stake, there is high reliance on skill for a favourable result. Though the Indian courts have in past decided on the status of card games like rummy, the courts have yet not had a chance to rule upon poker. Whether these new sports such as poker are illegal in India and are considered as gambling is an unanswered and intriguing question.   

In this article, the author will analyse how and why the Supreme Court has placed reliance on determination of game of luck versus game of skill in order to classify a sport as gambling. The author will examine how the rationale of the court decisions applies to modern-day sports like poker. This article will then look at how certain gambling legislations differentiate between games of luck and games of skill; whereby looking at some Indian States' law which specifically do not consider poker as gambling. The article will look at decisions in foreign jurisdictions especially in US and try to understand their reasoning for differentiating between a game of skill and game of luck. The author will try to compare the reasoning of foreign courts with Indian courts and will analyse the current status of game of poker in India.   

In the last part of the article, the author will analyse Ãf poker could be legalised in India. With two Indian States legalising casinos and gambling and keeping in mind the challenges before the Indian State, the author will try to propose certain changes to the existing structure of law which can clarify the status of games like poker, 
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