

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Liberty (Uncorrected Proofs)

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    The Encyclopedia of Political Thought, First Edition. Edited by Michael T. Gibbons, 2015 Forthcoming
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			12 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 2 Oct 2014
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by John FillingJohn Filling
University College London - School of Public Policy


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: September 28, 2014

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Liberty is a potent ideal. Rousseau called it the “most precious of all [God’s] gifts.” But it is also an elusive ideal. What is liberty? Who has liberty? Do some have more liberty than others? It is useful to start from Gerard C. MacCallum, Jr.'s claim that all theories of liberty conform to a 'triadic relation': 'x is (is not) free from y to do (not do, become, not become) z'. This entry examines five conceptions of liberty through the lens of MacCallum's formula: negative, positive, republican, Marxist, and feminist. 
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