

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
				
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	Law, Medicine, and Public Health Preparedness: The Case of Ebola

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Public Health Reports 
Volume 130, No. 2, Page 1-4

 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			4 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 2 Nov 2014
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by James G. HodgeJames G. Hodge
Arizona State University (ASU) - Sandra Day O'Connor College of Law
Lawrence O. Gostin
Georgetown University - Law Center - O'Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law
Dan Hanfling
UPMC Center for Health Security; George Washington University
John Hick
University of Minnesota - Minneapolis


		

	
	
	
	
	



	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: October 30, 2014

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		The Ebola crisis overseas has come ashore to the United States, resulting in a series of effective public health responses and some high-visibility errors. Although the U.S. has had only one imported case from West Africa as of October 27, 2014, several missteps in handling the case in Dallas, Texas, led to the release of an Ebola patient after initial presentation to a hospital emergency room, potential exposures of dozens of people, and the subsequent infection of two nurses. One of the nurses with symptoms was permitted to fly on commercial airliners, placing hundreds of additional Americans at some risk of infection, albeit minimal. Media coverage of the domestic â€œEbola outbreak" has fueled public concerns and the naming of Americaâ€™s first â€œEbola Czar,â€� Ron Klain. The nationâ€™s preparedness capabilities are under question. 
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