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		Abstract

		The paper presents an outline of the issues and a preliminary appraisal of the use of trade sanctions by the World Trade Organization (WTO) as a means of promoting compliance by parties.  The WTO is unique among intergovernmental organizations (IGOs) in using trade sanctions to enforce independent adjudications.  Many commentators have suggested using trade sanctions analogously in other IGOs, or alternatively broadening trade rules so that the sanctions can be used for other purposes, such as enforcing basic human rights.  The paper examines the advantages and disadvantages of the use of such compliance sanctions by the WTO and concludes that the WTO should abandon these trade-restrictive measures.  Instead, the paper proposes that the WTO promote compliance in the same way that other IGOs do, through transnational public opinion and review mechanisms.  The paper also proposes a new WTO optional protocol to help governments change their laws when needed to meet WTO obligations. 
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