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		Abstract

		Today, many Western countries face the consequences of an ‘open admission policy’ of immigrants from all over the world. One of these consequences concerns the application of cultural practices that are generally considered harmful within modern liberal democracies. It is not by chance that blood revenges, honour killings, male circumcision, face-covering dresses and female circumcision, better known as ‘Female Genital Mutilation’ regularly grab the headlines. However, it seems that Female Genital Mutilation in particular appeals to a broad sense of injustice, as this practice is considered a gross violation of human rights. The debate on female genital mutilation culminated provisionally after the adoption of the resolution 67/146 by the General Assembly of the United Nations that calls upon its member states to eliminate this practice by, among others, the use of ‘punitive measures’. Although ten Western European countries have specific criminal law provisions on female genital mutilation, the global calls on the elimination of this practice as well as the political and academic consensus that female genital mutilation is a criminal practice did not result in a broad criminal enforcement in banning this practice. In contrast, the criminal prosecution hereof diverges widely. This is remarkable as prosecution of female genital mutilation fits the human rights-based approach to eliminate this practice by restoring the violated standards. Therefore, the question arises whether national views on citizenship and multiculturalism may offer an explanation for the differences in outcome in the criminal prosecution of female genital mutilation. This study pays in particular attention to the way France, England and the Netherlands have criminalised female genital mutilation and whether the results of their legal approaches in banning this practice by using criminal law, can be declared by the particular notions of citizenship that are leading in the studied states. 
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