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		Abstract

		In recent times, the integration of immigrants, in particular third country nationals, has become one of the major democratic challenges of Western Europe. Recent figures show that about 20 million third country nationals live in Europe. Although the net effect of immigration has significant economic and cultural benefits, immigrants continue to be secluded from the mainstream economic, political and social life of host States.   

This essay proposes that one of the most important aspects of the greater endeavor to integrate 	immigrants living in the member States of the EU should be to create an enabling environment for immigrants to exercise their right to freedom of expression by providing greater access to media. It argues that the right to freedom of expression does not only impose a negative duty on States but also a positive duty to facilitate the exercise of the right to freedom of expression in equitable and non-discriminatory manner. Accordingly, the integration of immigrants in the mainstream media of the member States of the EU should be one important aspect for influencing public opinion positively and building on existing initiatives for integrating Immigrants in the EU. 
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