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		Abstract

		The topic of a strategic lawsuit against public participation (SLAPP) is of critical interest to every business as the internet and social media have become common tools both for business and for its critics. The SLAPP risk is a double-edged sword. A business can be â€œSLAPPedâ€� by another party â€” sued for speaking out against or about that person or entity.  And, at the same time, a business might ultimately be accused of â€œSLAPPingâ€� someone it sues for defamation.  

Understanding the implication of SLAPPs is critical in todayâ€™s internet environment.  This article defines SLAPPs, discusses their history, examines legal issues relating to SLAPPs and insurance issues, presents risk management implications for businesses, and offers practical loss control solutions for those who are criticized online as well as those who wish to publish criticism or become active in some sort of public issue debate. 
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