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		How does the Netherlands deal with international criticism with respect to its human rights record? Do Dutch decision and policy makers take such critique seriously and do they (immediately) act upon it? Or do they dismiss it and simply put it in a big pile of paper? This paper will reflect upon these questions from the perspective of "denialism". Denialism is understood as the existence of certain social, economic, cultural or political structures that provide for denialist defense mechanisms which makes the true nature of human rights problems is not fully or only partly acknowledged and appropriate action remains absent. This paper shows that the initial reaction of Dutch policy makers to international criticism is often defensive and sometimes borders on (complete) denial. Such an initial denialist attitude can be overcome and change can be realised when the policy issue and (international) recommendations are taken up and lobbied on by domestic actors. This paper will illustrate this on the basis of recent human rights issues in the Netherlands, including Black Pete, ethnic profiling, the "Bed, Bad, Brood" of assistance for rejected asylum seekers and human rights education. 
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