

	
	

	









	




	







	









		

		
		

	
	




	
	


	
	



	
	


	
	
	
	
	
	
		
			
			
		

		
		
	

	

	



	
	
	
	

	







	















	Skip to main content












	

	

	
	

	

	
	












			

			





			






	




	


	
	





	








	

	
	
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	

	
	
		
		
		
	


















	
		
	

	

	
		
	

	







	
		
		
		

		
		
		
		
			
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    




    






    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    






    
        
    


    
            
            
                
            
            
                
        Add Paper to My Library
        
        

    















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	




































    



			

			
				
				
				
				
				
						
				
				
				
					
						Share:
							
	
	
	


					

					
				
				
				




				
				

    
        
        
        
            

		
		
		
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
				
			
		

		
            

		
		
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		
			
		

		
            

            
        

        
    

    


    




				
				
					

					
					Permalink

						Using these links will ensure access to this page indefinitely

						
							
							Copy URL
						

						
				

				
			

		


		
			
				
				




	
	
		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	

	
	
	
	The Hybrid Hukou: A New Proposal to Enhance Labor Mobility in China

	
    
        
            
            







    
    










    
    
    
    











			
                    Tsinghua China Law Review, Vol. 7, No. 1, 2014
 
        

    
	

	
	
		
		
			22 Pages
		
		

		Posted: 26 Oct 2015
		
		
		
	

	
		
			
			




	See all articles by Eric MonkmanEric Monkman
Government of Canada


		

	
	
	
	
	


	
	
		
			[image: Multiple version icon]There are 2 versions of this paper
		
	


	
		
		

		
			
				

				
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Hybrid Hukou: A New Proposal to Enhance Labor Mobility in China

								
							
							
							
								Tsinghua China Law Review, Vol. 7, No. 1, 2014
							

							
							
								
									Number of pages: 22
								
								
									Posted: 26 Oct 2015
								
								
							

							
							
								
								You are currently viewing this paper
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   45
							
						

					

					
					

					
						
							
						

						
							
								
									The Hybrid Hukou: A New Proposal to Enhance Labor Mobility in China
									

								
							
							
							
								
									Number of pages: 22
								
								
									Posted: 24 Oct 2015
								
								
							

							
						

						
							
							Downloads
							   38
							
						

					

					
				

			

		

	

	


	
	
	
	
		
	
	
		
			Date Written: October 31, 2014

		
	

	
	
		
		
	

	
	
		
	
	
		Abstract

		Since 1958, the Chinese household registration system, known in English as the hukou system (户口), has limited the ability of Chinese citizens to move from one area of the country to another. Under the hukou system, Chinese citizens who move from rural areas to urban areas are prevented from accessing many benefits that are available to their urban-registered peers, including education for their children. This prevents people from relocating to areas where they would be the most economically productive, and in turn contributes to economic and social inequality. The hukou system is also inconsistent with the obligations set forth by international human rights treaties, which China has ratified or may ratify in the future. This article will suggest that a new category of hukou registration could be created to enable migration to urban areas, promoting a gradual transition to urban registration. This new category, which I call the ‘hybrid hukou’ registration, would increase China’s economic productivity, decrease inequality, and enhance human rights in China. The ‘hybrid hukou’ registration would also give Chinese cities time to adjust to the influx of newcomers, which would likely result from greater mobility. 
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