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		Recent disasters of epic proportions, such as the Asian Tsunami of 2004, and the accompanying response by the international community, have given rise to renewed interest in the legal aspects of disaster relief activities. The idea of developing an international legal framework for disaster relief activities is not, however, a new one. Such efforts stretch back at least as far as the International Relief Union, which was established in 1927, and have been the subject of numerous recommendatory texts adopted by a variety of entities since then. This paper will seek to introduce the reader to the work being undertaken by the International Law Commission, while undertaking a brief review of the legal issues that arise, and providing preliminary reflections on some of the characteristics of the development of international law in this area. 
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