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		Abstract

		French Abstract: La question est de savoir comment juger nos connaissances. Dans l'histoire on a répondu que nos connaissances sont justifiées parce qu'elles sont tirées de la raison ou bien des faits empiriques. Evidement rationalisme et empirisme sont les deux constituants du jugement de nos connaissances. Mais Hume a fait remarquer que des faits, on ne pouvait rien tirer logiquement quant à la vérité de nos connaissances et Kant a dit que certaines connaissances sont vraies a priori dans notre raison. Comment concilier rationalisme et empirisme ? Les positivistes, défendant l'empirisme, ont alors prétendu qu'il fallait se débarrasser de tout apriori (ou les garder comme simples instruments conventionnels ni vrais ni faux) et induire nos connaissances des corrélations empiriques. Ce faisant ils ignorent les problèmes posée par Hume et Kant et se privent de la possibilité de juger nos connaissances. Les "empiristes logiques" ont alors prétendu que nos connaissances sont vraies car vérifiables (pas "tirées", mais "vérifiées" par les faits). Mais le problème posée par Hume n'est pas que nos connaissances "sont tirées" des faits. C'est Karl Popper qui a réconcilié empirisme et rationalisme dans la méthodologie du "falsificationisme". A priori nous avons des conjectures que nous cherchons à réfuter en les confrontant aux faits. Nos connaissances sont ainsi jugées rationnellement et empiriquement.  

English Abstract: The question is how to judge our knowledge. In  history, our knowledge is justified because it is derived from reason or from empirical facts. Obviously, rationalism and empiricism are the two  frameworks we have used to judge knowledge. Hume noted, however, that from the facts we can logically deduce nothing for the truth of our knowledge and Kant said  some true knowledge is in our reasoning. How can we reconcile rationalism and empiricism?  Positivists, defending empiricism, claimed  we must get rid of any a priori preconceived ideas (or keep them as simple conventional instruments neither true nor false) and obtain knowledge  through empirical correlations. In doing so, they ignore the problems posed by Hume and Kant and deprive themselves of the opportunity to judge knowledge. "Logical empiricists" then claimed that knowledge is true because verifiable (not "derived" but "verified" by the facts). But the problem posed by Hume is not that our knowledge is "derived" from the facts. It was Karl Popper who reconciled empiricism and rationalism in the methodology of "falsificationism". A priori we issue conjectures, that we seek to refute against facts. Knowledge is thus judged rationally and empirically. 


	

	

	
		
		


	

	
	

		
		

	
	


	

	
	
	
		
			
		
	
	
		Note: Downloadable document is in French.

	
	

	
	
		
		
			
				
			
		
		Keywords: rationalism, empiricism, positivism, falsificationism

	
	

	
    

    
	

	
	
		JEL Classification: B4

	
	

	
	

























    	
	
	
	
   	
	
	
	
	
	            
	















	











    
    










    
    
    
    
















	



    




	
		Suggested Citation:
		Suggested Citation
	

	
		
			Darreau,  Philippe, Brève histoire de la philosophie des sciences (Brief History of Philosophy of Science) (January 1, 1990).  Available at SSRN: https://ssrn.com/abstract=2715443 or http://dx.doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2715443 
		
	

	

	
	
	

	
		
	

	

	
	
		

	










    
    










    
    
    
    





















	


	























	
	

		

		

		
		
		

		
		
			
				
					
						Philippe Darreau (Contact Author)

					
			
		

		
		
		
		

		
		
			
				
			

			
				
				
				
					
					
					
					
				
					
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
				
				
				


				University of Limoges - Laboratoire d'Analyse et de Prospectives Économiques (LAPE)  ( email )

			

			
			
				
				
				
					5 rue Félix Eboué
BP 3127
Limoges Cedex 1, 87031
France

				

				
			

			

		

		
	

	





	

	

	
	
		
	

	

	
	




				
				
				









	
	    












    
    






    
    







    









    
        
        
        
            
            

            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    [image: PDF icon]Download This Paper
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

            
            
                

                

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Open PDF in Browser
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
            
        

    




















	














	
	    







 



	




	







	







































				

				

				
					
						

						
						

						

						
						

					
				

			


			
				
					
						
						
	










	
	    














	
	    














	
	    







	
		Do you have negative results from your research you’d like to share?

		
			

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit Negative Results
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
		

	



					

				
				
					
					


	












	
	
	








	
		
			Paper statistics

		

	


	
		
		 
			
				Downloads

				      254

			

		
		
		
			Abstract Views

			    1,227

		

		
		 
		
			Rank

			  220,108

		

		
	


	

	
		
			
				        3 References
		

	



	
		PlumX Metrics

		
			
		

		
			
		

	





				


				
				
				
					

    
        
            Related eJournals

        	
                    Anthropology of Science & Technology Studies eJournal

                    
                        
                        

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Follow
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    

                        

                        
                            

                            
                            
                                Anthropology of Science & Technology Studies eJournal

                                
                                    Subscribe to this fee journal for more curated articles on this topic
                                

                                
                                    
                                        FOLLOWERS

                                               16

                                    

                                    
                                        PAPERS

                                            3,555

                                    

                                

                                
                            

                        

                    

                


        
        

    


				


				
					
					

















				

			

		


		
				
					Feedback
					
				

			

			


	
		
		Feedback to SSRN

		
			
				
					Feedback
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				
					Email
					 (required)
				
				
			

			
				Submit
				
			
		

		

		If you need immediate assistance, call 877-SSRNHelp (877 777 6435) in the United States, or +1 212 448 2500 outside of the United States, 8:30AM to 6:00PM U.S. Eastern, Monday - Friday.

	







	

	
	
		
		

	




	
	





  
  

	
	
		
	


	
	
		
			
			
		
	


	
	
	






		
		














	
		
			
				
                    

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            

    

    

    

    

    

    


        
            
                
                    Submit a Paper
                    
                        
                    
                
            

        
    
        
    
					Section 508 Text Only Pages
				

			
			
				SSRN Quick Links 

					SSRN Solutions
	Research Paper Series
	Conference Papers
	Partners in Publishing
	Jobs & Announcements
	Special Topic Hubs


			

			
				SSRN Rankings 

					Top Papers
	Top Authors
	Top Organizations


			

			
				About SSRN 

					Network Directors
	Announcements
	Contact us
	FAQs


			

			
		

			
	
	


		
			
				
			

			
				
					Copyright
					Terms and Conditions
					Privacy Policy
				

				
					All content on this site: Copyright © 2023 Elsevier Inc., its licensors, and contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining, AI training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the Creative Commons licensing terms apply.

					We use cookies to help provide and enhance our service and tailor content.

					To learn more, visit
					Cookie Settings.
					
						
							
							This page was processed by aws-apollo-l100 in   0.064 seconds 
						
					
					

				

			

			
				
			

		

	









	
		
		
		
		


    
        
        
        

        
        
                
                
                    
                
            
    

    

    


		






    























    




    








	


		[image:  ]

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	
