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		Abstract

		In this lecture, Sir Robin Cooke discusses key cases relating to the Treaty of Waitangi (Treaty) and legislation concerning it, dating from1847 to 1994. He asserts that the challenge of Treaty jurisprudence has been two-fold: to define the principles of the Treaty and to do what the courts can do to ensure that they are given practical effect. Although the successes of Māori in the courts have been limited, they have won some tangible remedies in respect of their lands, forests and fisheries. Lord Cooke acknowledges the importance of three forces in the development of Treaty jurisprudence. First, both the Crown and Māori have shown enlightened leadership in matters involving Treaty grievances. Secondly, the Waitangi Tribunal’s inquiries and reports have assisted the traditional courts in determining Māori issues. Thirdly, judges have become increasingly willing to use the language of the Treaty and the fiduciary concept in understanding the relationship between the Crown and Māori. 
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