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		Constitutional law is largely the product of judicial line-drawing that charts the perimeters of government power, delineates the contours of personal rights and liberties and thus traces official bounds of freedom and oppression. It is a well-established function of the judiciary "to say what the law is." The etching of constitutional lines, nonetheless, is a treacherous process that often elicits substantial dispute and distortion. Controversy regarding the nature of the judiciary's workings and the extent of its role has persisted throughout the Supreme Court's history. 
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